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Brussels, 18 January 2010
ENTR/H1/WH/vg/ D(2010) 1590
Invitation to a workshop on
 “Protection of knowledge in the shipbuilding industry”
 to be held in Hamburg on 26 March 2010
I would like to invite you to a workshop on “Protection of knowledge in the shipbuilding industry” that will take place in Hamburg on 26 March 2010 at the Le Royal Méridien Hotel, An der Alster 52-56, D-20099 Hamburg.
With the globalisation of supply chains and advancement of modern Information Technology industrial know-how has become more mobile than ever before. At the same time innovation and state of the art technology are key elements for industrial competitiveness. That is why the protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) ranks very high on the agenda of the European Commission. The protection of IPR has been identified as a key issue for the shipbuilding sector, both yards and equipment manufacture, by LeaderShip 2015.

The objective of this workshop is to familiarise the audience with IPR issues in the shipbuilding sector and to discuss practical measures enterprises can take first to protect their know-how and second to take action if IPR have been infringed. Addressees of the event are therefore representatives of enterprises and organisations dealing with IPR aspects from various angles. Discussions should therefore focus on the exchange of practical experience, as much as topical presentations. Please find further details on the programme in the draft agenda enclosed.

We are looking forward to seeing you at our event in Hamburg and we would be grateful if you could confirm your participation by electronic registration under: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/maritime/shipbuilding/conferences_shipbuilding_en.htm at your earliest convenience and if possible before 22 March 2010 to allow for a proper preparation of the logistics.  In case of questions please do not hesitate to contact: 

1. Fabrice TERRAC (+32.2.298.02.57 –fabrice.terrac@ec.europa.eu)

2. Wolfgang. HEHN  (+32.2.296.87.98 –wolfgang.hehn@ec.europa.eu)

Yours sincerely,
signed

Nils BEHRNDT
Head of unit
Annex: Draft Agenda 
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