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Activity levels

Activities are to be addressed by topics and classified in two broad categories according to the degree of specification of the topic considered: “level 1" (generic activities) and "level 2” (specific activities):

Level 1: Topics in level 1, being generic, define broad fields of activity and will normally concern the three surface transport modes, unless differently specified in the text. They will encourage and enable technological synergies and technological transfer between transport modes. Proposals may be approached with some degree of flexibility (addressing only part of their content or combining them as required). Research and development activities within level 1 will contribute to the technological foundation of the sub-theme.

Level 2: Topics in Level 2, being specific, refer to well identified industrial, policy and socioeconomic matters. They are explicit in their formulation. They may for example give indications on the type of activity, the research approach, characteristics of the partnership and expected outcomes. Proposals addressing a level 2 topic will cover it in its entirety.

Funding Schemes

Topics will be addressed by Collaborative Projects, Coordination and Support Actions and Networks of Excellence.
Collaborative projects are subdivided as follows:

· Sustainable surface transport small or medium-scale focused research projects with a maximum Community contribution of up to 4 million Euros (A). 
· Sustainable surface transport large-scale integrating projects with a minimum Community contribution of 4 million Euros (B). 

The expected size of the proposal(s) is indicated at topic description.

A maximum Community contribution of up to 4 Mio. €
         B minimum Community contribution of 4 Mio. €
Coordination and Support Actions for level 1 and 2 will contribute to structuring European surface transport research and supporting programme implementation. Activities may also propose strategic studies and actions for transport and related policies (e.g. the future maritime policy). Under level 1 Coordination and Support Actions may address individual topics. However preference will be given to proposals addressing issues at area, activity or sub-theme level via the combination of several topics. 

Networks of Excellence: no topic for this instrument is proposed in the 2007 Work Programme. 
	SUB-THEME: SUSTAINABLE SURFACE TRANSPORT


	

	Activity 7.2.1: The greening of surface transport
	Funding scheme

	Area 7.2.1.1:
	The greening of products and operations

	

	Level 1 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.1.1.1
	Promoting the use of bio-fuels and alternative hydrocarbon fuels A
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.1.1.2
	Vehicle/vessel and infrastructure technologies for optimal use of energy A
	CP, C&SA

	Level 2 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.1.1.3
	Integrating natural gas power trains B
	CP

	SST.2007.1.1.4
	Electric ship technology B
	CP

	SST.2007.1.1.5
	Clean and efficient marine diesel power trains B
	CP

	Area 7.2.1.2:
	Environmental friendly industrial processes

	

	Level 1 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.1.2.1
	The greening of transport-specific industrial processes A  
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.1.2.2
	End of the life strategies for vehicles/vessels and infrastructures A 
	CP, C&SA

	Level 2 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.1.1.3
	ECO-SHIP systems  B 
	CP


	Activity 7.2.2: Encouraging modal shift and decongesting transport corridors


	

	Area 7.2.2.1: 
	Logistics and intermodal transport


	

	Level 1 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.2.1.1
	Vehicle/vessel and infrastructure concepts for intermodal freight transport A
	CP, C&SA

	Level 2 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.2.1.2
	Benchmarking logistics
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.2.1.3
	Smart supply chain management in intermodal door-to-door container transport  B
	CP

	SST.2007.2.1.4
	Preparatory action on innovative transport networks
	C&SA

	Area 7.2.2.2: 
	Maritime and inland waterways transport


	

	SST.2007.2.2.1
	Promotion of inland waterway transport
	C&SA

	SST.2007.2.2.2
	Advanced RIS-based transport management solutions for the IWT sector
	CP

	SST.2007.2.2.3
	Promotion of short sea shipping and intermodality
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.2.2.4
	Maritime and logistics co-ordination platform
	CP, C&CA


	Activity 7.2.3: Ensuring sustainable urban mobility

The topics below do not mention specifically waterborne transportation of passengers, but it does not exclude them either. 
	

	Area 7.2.3.1: 
	New transport and mobility concepts
	Funding scheme

	Level 1 topic
	
	s
	

	SST.2007.3.1.1
	New mobility concepts for passengers ensuring accessibility for all
	C&SA

	SST.2007.3.1.2
	Intelligent mobility systems and multi-modal interfaces for transport of passengers
	C&SA


	Activity 7.2.4: Improving safety and security

	

	Area 7.2.4.1
	Integrated safety and security for surface transport systems


	

	Level 1 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.4.1.1
	Safety and security by design A 
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.4.1.2
	Human physical and behavioural components A
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.4.1.3
	Crisis management and rescue operation A  
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.2.1.4
	Integral system solutions for safety  B
	CP, C&SA


	Activity 7.2.5: Strengthening competitiveness

	

	Area 7.2.5.1
	Competitive industrial processes


	

	Level 1 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.5.1.1
	Competitive product development A 
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.5.1.2
	Cost effective manufacturing and maintenance A 
	CP, C&SA

	SST.2007.5.1.3
	New production organisations and models A 
	CP, C&SA


	Activity 7.2.6: Cross-cutting activities

	

	Level 1 topic
	
	s
	

	SST.2007.6.1
	Stimulating participation of small and medium size enterprises (SME)
	C&SA

	SST.2007.6.1
	Stimulating research with international cooperation partner countries
	C&CA

	SST.2007.6.3
	Raising awareness of potential jobs opportunities in the Surface transport sectors
	C&CA

	Level 2 topics
	
	
	

	SST.2007.6.4
	Stimulating radical technological changes
	C&SA

	SST.2007.6.5
	The “Future maritime policy” and surface transport research
	C&SA

	SST.2007.6.7
	ERA-NET Transport II
	C&SA


Evaluation criteria

The evaluation criteria against which proposals will be judged are set out in article 15 of the Rules for Participation. For the 'Cooperation' specific programme these are:

− scientific and/or technological excellence;

− relevance to the objectives of these specific programmes1;

− the potential impact through the development, dissemination and use of project results;

− the quality and efficiency of the implementation and management.

Within this framework, the work programmes will specify the evaluation and selection criteria and may add additional requirements, weightings and thresholds, or set out further details on the application of the criteria.

The purpose of this annex is to set out such specifications. Unless otherwise indicated in the relevant parts of this work programme, the criteria, weightings and thresholds given here will apply to all calls for proposals.

Proposals will be evaluated in line with the Commission 'Rules on Submission of Proposals and the Related Evaluation, Selection and Award Procedures'.

A proposal which contravenes fundamental ethical principles, fails to comply with the relevant security procedures, or which does not fulfil any other of the conditions set out in the specific programme, the work programme or in the call for proposals shall not be selected. Such a proposal may be excluded from the evaluation, selection and award procedures at any time. 
Details of the procedure to be followed are given in the Commission rules mentioned above. The arrangements for a particular call will be set out in the relevant Guide for Applicants.

1 Relevance will be considered in relation to the topic(s) of the work programme open in a given call, and to the objectives of a call. In the scheme set out on the following page, these aspects will be integrated in the application of the criterion "S/T excellence", and the first sub-criterion under "Impact" respectively. When a proposal is partially relevant because it only marginally addresses the topic(s) of a call, or because only part of the proposal addresses the topic(s), this condition will be reflected in the scoring of the first criterion. Proposals that are clearly not relevant to a call ("out of scope") will be rejected on eligibility grounds.
Notes:

1.
Evaluation scores will be awarded for each of the three criteria, and not for the sub-criteria. Each criterion will be scored out of 5. No weightings will apply. The threshold for individual criteria will be 3. The overall threshold, applying to the sum of the three individual scores, will be 10.

2.
The second column corresponds to the selection criteria in the meaning of the financial regulation2 (article 115) and its implementing rules3 (article 176 and 177). They also will be the basis for assessing the 'operational capacity' of participants. The other two criteria correspond to the award criteria.

3.
For the evaluation of first-stage proposals under a two-stage submission procedure, only the sub-criteria in italics apply.
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	TOPIC SST.2007.X.X.X.



	TOPIC SST.2007.Y.Y.Y.
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	ACTIVITY: 7. 2. 1. The greening of surface transport 

Developing technologies and knowledge for reduced pollution (air including greenhouse gases, water and soil) and environmental impact on such areas as climate change, health, biodiversity and noise. Research will improve the cleanliness and energy-efficiency of power-trains (e.g. hybrid solutions) and promote the use of alternative fuels, including hydrogen and fuel cells as mid- and long-term options, taking into account cost-efficiency and energy efficiency considerations. Activities will cover infrastructure, vehicles, vessels and component technologies, including overall system optimisation. Research in developments specific to transport will include manufacturing, construction, operations, maintenance, diagnostics, repair, inspection, dismantling, disposal, recycling, end of life strategies and interventions at sea in case of accident.


	AREA: 7.2.1.1
	The greening of products and operations 


The objective is to ensure environmental friendly surface transport activities through the greening of transport products and operations. Research will concentrate on vehicles, vessels, infrastructures and their interactions with special emphasis on system optimisation. Activities will explore a wide range of possible innovative solutions and technologies for pollution reduction (greenhouse gases, local emissions, noise and vibration, wash), maximisation of energy conversion and rationalisation of energy use. 

Expected impact 
1.
Contribution to CO2 reduction emissions from surface transport operations aligned with Kyoto targets. For road transport research will aim by 2020 at a 40% CO2 reduction for new passenger cars and light-duty vehicles and 10% for new heavy-duty vehicles (both based on 2003 figures)

2.
Reduction of exhaust and local emissions in view of the compliance with future legislation at European and international levels and to allow national and local authorities meet their air quality engagements. 

3.
Increased share of bio-fuels and alternative hydrocarbon fuels in surface transport applications, for bio-fuels and Compressed Natural Gas the aim will be to arrive at a 5,75% and 2% respectively use in surface transport by 2010 

4.
Introduction of hydrogen and fuel cell technology in surface transport applications by 2020 as an economic, safe and reliable alternative to conventional engines20. 

5
 Reduction of external and interior noise and vibration. For road and rail transport the target will be a 10 dB21 reduction compared to present noise levels particularly in urban environments. 

	SST.2007.1.1.1
	Promoting the use of bio-fuels and alternative hydrocarbon fuels 


	New technologies and innovative solutions for the progressive introduction of bio-fuels and alternative hydrocarbon fuels. 

Proposals will cover one or more of the following subjects: 

1. adaptation and optimisation of existing power trains (based on gasoline or diesel), systems (including after-treatment), components and materials; 

2. new power train concepts with emphasis on efficiency and environmental impact; 

3. effective, safe and clean delivery of these fuels at distribution points. 

International Cooperation with Brazil, USA and India is suggested.

	Funding scheme: 
· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.1.1.2
	Vehicle/vessel and infrastructure technologies for optimal use of energy 


	Vehicle/vessels and infrastructure technologies (excluding research on power-trains which are covered in previous topics) to further reduce energy consumption.

Proposals will cover one or more of the following subjects: 

1. advanced low mass, low friction and low rolling resistance concepts and materials applied to components and structures for vehicles and vessels; 

2. fluid-dynamic and aero-dynamic analysis and solutions for drag reduction; 

3. exploiting additional natural and non-polluting sources of energy such as wind or solar energy;

4. improved interactions between vehicles/vessels and infrastructure (including the surrounding medium) for minimal energy consumption and wash (for high speed vessels);

5. smart components and auxiliary systems to reduce energy consumption and/or which make use of energy harvesting; 

6.   design tools and methodologies for optimised overall energy efficiency and life cycle performance. 

	Funding scheme:

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.1.1.3  
	Integrating natural gas power trains 


	Demonstrate the full potential of natural gas when applied to a custom designed light duty engine (including, for instance, higher or variable compression rates) integrated with specific after-treatment systems dealing more efficiently and at a lower cost than current technology with the reduction of methane emissions in addition to the other pollutants already treated by three way catalysts. Advanced storage systems and vehicle architectures, as well as multi-grade fuel tolerance and fuel flexibility are additional features to be researched.

The research will lead to increased efficiency by 10 % compared with diesel engines of today (2006), particularly at part load, and ultra low emissions (better than EURO 6 and US tier 2).

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects large scale integrating projects


	SST.2007.1.1.4
	Electric ship technology 


	The objective of the research is to significantly enhance the overall efficiency and cost effectiveness of electric power and propulsion systems, in order to enlarge the economically viable range of vessel applications. 

Activities will address research, development and validation of advanced concepts and technologies towards an all electric ship. This includes the following subjects:

1. New power generation, control and drive machinery, components and systems with higher power and torque density, efficiency and flexibility in design and operation, all at lower cost, size and weight. 

2. New concepts enabling the maximum benefits of electric propulsion, control, manoeuvrability and low noise to apply to a wider range of vessels and operating speeds with lower build and operating costs. 

3. New transformers, frequency converters, motor and generator designs based on high speed drives, Permanent Magnet and Super-Conducting component technologies. 

4. Electrical actuation of major equipment to provide reduced footprint, installation design flexibility and more controllable, reliable operation for new vessels. 

5. New electrical power system and ship designs to enable operation from clean shore power supplies to eliminate airborne emissions in harbour.

Expected outcomes will include: electrical power, actuation and propulsion system designs and models that demonstrate increased efficiency and cost effectiveness for existing and new vessel concepts; new validated component designs for high power generators and propulsion systems. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects large scale integrating projects


	SST.2007.1.1.5.
	Clean and efficient marine diesel power trains 


	The objective of the research is to significantly reduce pollutant emissions and increase the overall efficiency of marine diesel propulsion systems, hence reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. Furthermore, NOx emissions reduction and the use of alternative fuels should be included.

Activities will address research, development and validation of advanced concepts and technologies towards an efficient, fuel flexible and reliable marine diesel propulsion system that drastically reduces gaseous and particulate emissions.

Proposals will cover the following subjects:

1.
new knowledge for better understanding of the spray, mixing and combustion process, including validated soot formation models;

2.
validated thermo physical fuel properties data.

3.
development of advanced testing facilities towards better understanding and validation of numerical models and concepts.

4.
intelligent engine controls (which are model based and closed loop controlled) and flexible power-trains; 

5.
new generation of after-treatment systems which are integrated, durable and compact. Research should include better understanding of the process ; 

6.
innovative components and auxiliary systems; 

7.
overall power-train optimisation.

This topic is open for waterborne transport only. The proposals should take into account previous collaborative research efforts.

	Funding scheme:

· Collaborative Projects large scale integrating projects


	AREA: 7.2.1.2
	Environment-friendly and efficient industrial processes 


The objective is to improve the cleanliness and efficiency of industrial processes specific to transport products and infrastructure. All processes ranging from design, manufacturing, assembly, construction to maintenance and repair will be considered. Research will define and develop end of life strategies for vehicles, vessels and infrastructures. Innovative solutions for rapid interventions in case of transport accidents will be proposed for the protection of marine, coastal and land environments. 

Expected impact 

1.
Improve recyclability of vehicles and vessels. For road vehicles the target will be to reach 95% recyclability22. 

2.
Increase the energy efficiency of transport specific industrial processes by 20%. 

3.
Promote the use of environmentally friendly materials in vessels and vehicles allowing for efficient and safe disposal whilst enhancing their end of life value. 

4.
Substantially decrease the impact of maritime transport on bio-diversity, particularly on fragile eco-systems. 

	SST.2007.1.2.1
	The greening of transport-specific industrial processes   


	Technologies will concentrate on innovative industrial processes and methods specific to surface transport products characterised by a high degree of complexity and the necessity to couple environmental objectives with consideration to competitiveness and working conditions. 

Proposals will address cleanliness and energy efficiency in one or more of the following processes: manufacturing; assembly; construction (of surface transport infrastructures); maintenance; repair and recycling. Activities may also address design for ecological processes, models and systems for inspection and condition assessment

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities




	SST.2007.1.2.2
	End of the life strategies for vehicles/vessels and infrastructures  


	New methods and processes for improved vehicles, vessels and infrastructure end of life strategies. 

Proposals will cover one or more of the following subjects: 

1. ecological processes for clean and safe dismantling; 
2. clean and safe disposal; 
3. cost-effective and clean recycling (in particular for hard-to-recycle materials such as composites) and re-use of vehicles/vessels and infrastructures including conversion and retrofitting.
4. Vehicles/vessels and infrastructure end of life analysis addressing industrial, ecological and economic criteria.

For processes involving human operations special consideration will be given to the improvement and safety of working conditions, the minimisation of human intervention and exposure to potentially harmful substances. 

International Cooperation with China, India, Brazil, Russia and South Africa is suggested in the field of recycling. Concerning dismantling and disposal International Cooperation with additional Asian countries (in particular Pakistan and Bangladesh) is also suggested specially for ship dismantling.

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities




	SST.2007.1.2.3
	ECO-SHIP 


	The research objective is to minimise the impact of ships on eco-systems by minimizing waste and water residues and discharges into water and by developing technology and designs for the next generation of efficient and environmentally friendly vessels, particularly cruise and Ropax, whilst aiming at efficient operational and maintenance costs. 

Activities will address: 

1.      Research, development and validation for innovative vessel and system designs with low environmental impact, operationally and cost effective ballast water treatment and reduced or no dependency on ballast. All waste sources (including ballast water ) will be addressed in a holistic way: 

2.       Explore ways by which one system waste can be used as input to another. Innovative flue gas cleaning systems will be designed to recover waste heat and waste water to be used in diesel engine injection systems in order to reduce NOx. 

3.       For the expanding fleet of smaller recreational vessels, economic, efficient and robust anti-pollution processes, technologies and systems are to be developed and validated. 

Expected outcomes include: verifiable reduced impact on eco-systems as compared to existing vessel types; validated designs of vessels with zero or minimal impact from ballast water; innovative designs and logistic chain developments leading to reduced dependency on ballast; recovery of waste and flue gas (for example using plasma reduction); solutions against bio-pollution and anti-fouling contamination of water. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects large scale integrating projects 


	ACTIVITY: 7. 2. 2. ENCOURAGING MODAL SHIFT AND

DECONGESTING TRANSPORT CORRIDORS 

Developing and demonstrating seamless door-to-door transport for people and goods as well as technologies and systems to ensure effective intermodality, including in the context of rail and waterborne transport competitiveness. This includes activities addressing the interoperability and operational optimisation of local, regional, national and European transport networks, systems and services and their intermodal integration in an integrated approach. The activities will aim at European-wide strategies, optimised use of infrastructure including terminals and specialised networks, improved transport, traffic and information management, enhanced freight logistics, passenger intermodality and modal shift strategies to encourage energy efficient means of transport. Intelligent systems, new vehicle/vessel concepts and technologies including loading and unloading operations as well as user-interfaces will be developed. Knowledge for policy making will include infrastructure pricing and charging, assessments of Community transport policy measures and trans-European networks policy and projects.



	AREA: 7.2.2.1
	Logistics and intermodal transport  


The objective is to improve transport efficiency between and within different modes while recognising their complementarities within a transport system. It includes activities for the development of quality logistics, covering all transport modes. Intermodality in passengers 

and freight will be addressed by activities including seamless and competitive solutions, and, integration of terminals in all transport modes. 

Expected impact 

1.
Improve the efficiency of interfaces between modes through time and cost reductions in terminals. 

2.
Maximize cargo capacity of vehicles and vessels within intermodal door-to-door transportation routes. 

3.
Optimisation of logistics services, transportation flows, terminal and infrastructure capacity within European and global supply chains. 

	SST.2007.2.1.1
	Vehicle/vessel and infrastructure concepts for intermodal freight transport 


	Innovative vehicle/vessels and infrastructure concepts for optimal operation in multimodal transportation chains. 

Activities may address concepts for one or more transport modes (road, rail and waterborne). Emphasis will be placed on reliability, flexibility, speed, optimal infrastructure and carrying cargo capacity, ease of infrastructure interactions and manoeuvrability in the context of intermodal transport and optimisation of logistics chains. Technologies for cargo loading/unloading are not included in this topic. This issue will be included in call 2008 under "Efficient interfaces between transport modes". 
International Cooperation is suggested with Russia for the development of heavy rail freight transportation and Baltic Sea shipping, with Mediterranean Partner Countries for the development of Short Sea Shipping traffic. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	SST.2007.2.1.2
	Benchmarking logistics


	Support the development of a quality logistics system (including advanced technologies) aiming to improve the efficiency within and across different modes of transport, as stipulated in the Communication on Freight Transport Logistics in Europe.

To accomplish this, a methodology must be established to assess transport logistics performance in quantitative terms at different levels in Europe and globally. The internal strengths and weaknesses of different modes separately and in comparison with each other must be measured reliably. Benchmarking can be used to evaluate and compare the performance of individual transport modes, supply chains and logistics companies including third-party (3PL) and fourth-party (4PL) logistics, as well as the European logistics performance relation to other major logistics players in the global market. Existing standards (e.g. ISO, CEN) need to be examined and new quality standards for transport logistics must be considered. The work should build on existing knowledge base and the state of art. As results are needed urgently, a project with short duration will be preferred. 
Expected impact: 
· a set of practical and feasible indicators, in particular statistics indicators, to measure transport logistics performance and trends in Europe and between continents at macro level. 
· a set of usable benchmarks that can be used in a company and between companies to measure transport logistics performance at different levels. 
· a demonstration vehicle to test the indicators and benchmarks in practice. 
· a draft quality standard for transport logistics. 

	Funding scheme:

· Collaborative Projects, 

· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	SST.2007.2.1.3 


	Smart supply chain management in intermodal door-to-door container transport


	The aim of the research is the reduction of logistics costs and maximisation of the efficiency, safety and security of the whole supply chain in global and European intermodal container shipment. The research will focus on the integration of information technologies, logistics and inspection including customs procedures. 

Activities will address research, development and demonstration of a full scale integration of: 

1.
technologies which enable the continuous monitoring and control of containers and the status of the cargo (the use of GNSS shall be considered), 

2.
communication systems and platforms used by the transport business community and controlling authorities, 

3.
supportive innovative procedures and processes in ports and terminals with the aim to establish seamless and high capacity container transport flows in the European and global supply chains. 

Expected outcomes will include: shared information system of vessel and cargo tracking accessible to shippers, operators and authorities; integration of multi-sensor information as to the conditions of the goods in containers, notably suspicious changes, into the shared information system; cargo handling processes and equipment interacting with the shared information system; alignment of information handling and customs procedures, contracting, and permitting. The above outcome should translate into verifiable benefits. International Cooperation is recommended for this topic in order to address transport of container at global level. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects large scale integrating projects 


	SST.2007.2.1.4
	Preparatory action on innovative transport networks


	Objective: Congestion, accidents and pollution are considered as serious problems which together with the dependence on fossil fuels represent key challenges for an efficient long-distance freight transport system. 

The Mid-term Review of the White Paper and the Energy Policy Green Paper highlight the potential of a more integrated approach towards transport and energy issues in order to address these problems. 

The future of a sustainable European transport system requires innovation at all levels including infrastructure, vehicles, services and user behaviour. In addition, new options for policy measures may need to be developed to encourage innovation. 

The question is how to structure the variety and complexity of the different requirements related to technologies, systems, use of the transport systems and the policy environment. 

The objective of this preparatory action is to create an innovation forum involving stakeholders and researchers with the task of developing a vision for a future innovative, energy-efficient and sustainable European transport system. 

This will provide input for the development and demonstration of innovative integrated solutions that will be effective across a wide spectrum of transport and policy measures. 

Scope: Main task of the preparatory action is to define an overall concept for the intelligent integration of transport and energy technologies together with appropriate policy options aiming at energy-efficient, low-emission, safe and efficient European transport corridors and networks in which the transport modes are efficiently used individually as well as in intelligent combinations. The concept should encompass infrastructure, vehicles, fuels, transport services and operations (and their interaction), maintenance and should incorporate a strong user perspective. 

The concept should have a long-term time horizon, but the approach for its implementation should be modular (step-by-step). It should identify categories of  measures which could be combined to support and accelerate the introduction of innovative technologies and systems. Possible measures are e.g. energy-efficient and clean vehicles, use of alternative fuels, traffic and transport management systems and related information services, regulatory or socio-economic incentives. Scenarios should include measurable parameters to compare them with a 'do nothing' scenario in order to assess the effectiveness of different possible measures. 

As an important part of this action an agenda for further research, technological development and demonstration (RTD) should be developed, as well as adequate implementation strategies, together with a clear roadmap. In particular, the preparatory action should define a framework to test and validate solutions in specific inter-urban transport corridors/networks, without pre-judging the term 'corridor'/'network'. It should ensure industrial and political involvement and support and establish the necessary partnerships. 

The action should make use of the results of relevant RTD projects funded by the EU, at national level or by industry and establish links to the European Technology Platforms in the transport sector and the ERA-NET Transport actors. 

Expected results: The action should lead, within maximum 18 months, to a vision validated by key stakeholders, an RTD agenda, possible implementation strategies and business models. Relevant actors should be identified. 

	Funding scheme: 
· Co-ordination and Support Action aiming at supporting research activities


	AREA: 7.2.2.2
	Maritime and inland waterways transport


The objective is to promote the attractiveness of waterborne transport. Activities will cover competitive solutions for short sea shipping, inland waterways and deployment of the Motorways of the Sea, including recourse to the use of modern information/location technologies. Maritime safety will be addressed through information and telematic technologies, optimised man-machine interactions, improved conditions for transport of hazardous goods and maintenance of double-hull vessels. 

Expected impact 
1.
Increased modal shift for short sea shipping to reach a modal share of 40 % 

2.
Increased involvement of private sector 

	SST.2007.2.2.1
	Promotion of inland waterway transport


	Objective: 

In order to strengthen the competitive position of inland waterway transport and to enhance its integration into intermodal supply chains, the European Commission has launched an ambitious European Action Programme for Inland Waterway Transport (IWT), the ‘NAIADES’24 programme. NAIADES identified five areas - markets, fleet, jobs and skills, image and infrastructure - in which actions are required. Possible instruments to realise these actions can be of a legislative, policy or supportive nature. 

The objective of this task is to establish a knowledge network bringing together all relevant actors concerned which can support the Commission in the implementation of the NAIADES action programme. 

Scope: 

A co-ordination action will be established. In order to set up a strong network and partnership amongst the different actors involved in the Inland Waterway Transport (IWT) sector and to ensure a solid knowledge basis. 

The co-ordination action shall be run by a technical secretariat which facilitates the management and administration of the action. The technical secretariat should be of  sufficient size and should reflect the multi-disciplinary requirements and complexity of the subject. 

The co-ordination action itself shall - in close co-operation with the European Commission - contribute to the development of a detailed roadmap for the implementation of the different actions envisaged, identify the necessary measures, spot and bring together the required stakeholders and develop the necessary knowledge and tools. 

The co-ordination action shall be organised around the five NAIADES action areas, ensure an active participation of key industrial stakeholders, associations and Member States administrations, build up a solid network amongst those, allow for the organisation of workshops, expert meetings and working groups a well as the carrying-out of research studies and the establishment of databases required for the implementation of the actions. 

It should take the lead in co-ordinating activities relevant to the promotion and development of the inland waterway sector. It should help to bridge the gap between research and the industry and increase awareness regarding the possibilities the sector offers. It should identify best practices and serve as an exchange, discussion and promotion platform. 

It should further strengthen the co-ordination between national, EU and industrial research, assist in assessing research and connected implementation activities, engage in dissemination activities and assist in technology assessment, forecast and transfer. 

Co-operation with third countries should be ensured and their active participation, where appropriate, sought. 

Expected results: 

1. Enhanced awareness of the possibilities the sector offers 

2. Knowledge network 

3. Enhanced co-ordination between activities and stakeholders 

4. Clustering of RTD activities 

5. Dissemination activities and promotion of research results and best practices 

6. Strategies and solutions in support of transport policy objectives 

7. Roadmap and measures 

8. Identification of relevant sets of stakeholders as regards the different measures 

9. Prepare for public private partnerships with respect to the implementation of measures 

10. Workshops, expert groups, working groups 

11. Research studies, data bases, market observation and benchmarks 

12. Technology forecast and assessment 

13. Contribution to the development of legislation and technical specifications 

	Funding scheme:
· Co-ordination and Support Action aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.2.2.2 
	Advanced RIS-based transport management solutions for the IWT sector


	Objective: 

To strengthen the competitive position of inland waterway transport (IWT), establish competitive IWT services and foster their integration into the entire transport chain, The NAIADES25 action programme stipulates therefore, amongst others, the setting up of research actions dedicated to IWT. 

Scope: 

The IWT sector has to comply with the requirements of modern supply chain management. 

Open and interoperable information and communication systems providing real-time information, advanced information services and the harmonisation of both technical standards and interfaces are a key prerequisite. 

The collaborative research action envisaged shall base itself on previous research and in particular take into account the results of the FP6 project FREIGHTWISE26 regarding a common framework for interoperable information and transport management systems. 

The action shall exploit the developments in the area of River Information Services (RIS). RIS can benefit the efficiency of intermodal transport operations by the provision of seamless traffic-related information and the interlinking with transport information. RIS facilitate an enhanced real-time monitoring of resources, goods, and changing fairway conditions. This allows improved fleet management and vessel deployment, better voyage planning, an enhanced use of infrastructures and faster and more efficient border controls. 

The action should develop dedicated services and applications which use RIS information for the planning, management and monitoring of logistics and transportation processes as a whole and which facilitate the collection, distribution and exchange of information between authorities (national and cross border) and commercial actors. 

The interfaces between inland navigation, nodal points and other modes of transport are of key interest and any solution should reflect that. The action should identify the need for further standardisation as well as .implementation strategies, business and organisational models. In this context, the technical advantages and the operational framework of the European GNSS (EGNOS and Galileo) will be considered. 

The action should validate, test and demonstrate the results in IWT-focused intermodal transport chains, bringing together all relevant actors including possibly shipper/cargo owners. 

Expected results: 

Validation and demonstration of a harmonised framework for information and transport management systems in IWT-specific intermodal transport and logistics chains. Identification of implementation strategies and possible business models; provision of best practice examples and creation of multiplier effects. 

	Funding scheme:
· Collaborative projects


	SST.2007.2.2.3
	Promotion of short sea shipping and intermodality


	As noted in the recent Communication on short sea shipping (COM(2006) 380 final), the efficiency of the mode could be improved by overcoming obstacles to its development and by integrating it to the multimodal logistics chain. A clear methodology and specific promotional campaigns should be established to promote short sea shipping individually and as part of the multi-modal logistics chain, to improve its image and to increase its use leading to sustainable modal shift. The impacts of such campaigns should also be assessed. 

Special attention should be paid to the integration of short sea shipping in the logistics, door-to-door chains, including hinterland connections. The proposed promotion and campaigns actions should be Europe-wide, should create European added value complementing and extending the ongoing work by Short-sea Promotion Centres aiming to improve the overall image of waterborne transport. The methodology must be designed to be utilised by existing short-sea promotion bodies also after the end of the project. This will be in accordance with ongoing work towards extending the scope of Short-sea Promotion Centres towards multimodal inland transport, without creating new, parallel structures. The candidate research project should function as a catalyst for improving the efficiency, integration, modal shift potential and image of short sea shipping in Europe’s co-modal transport system. Furthermore, increased involvement of private sector in supporting the work of the Promotion Centres must be stimulated.
Expected results:
· a workable and replicable methodology for practical promotion activities for SSS and intermodality devised in co-operation with Promotion Centres 
· extended activities of existing mode-specific promotion centres to encompass a wider concept of the inland - intermodal transport 
· a demonstration of the methodology in conjunction with Shortsea Promotion Centres
· best practice on improved integration in relevant inland logistics chain 

	Funding scheme: 
· Collaborative Projects
· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.2.2.4.
	Maritime and logistics co-ordination platform


	The efficiency of maritime transport and the total logistics chain can still be substantially improved for the benefit of the whole economy. 

The aim of the research topic is to gather expertise in order to improve knowledge of the challenges faced by the maritime and logistics industry and to propose and assess solutions. The activity should build on past activities and link with on-going ones. It should involve significant number of interested parties whether industrial (shippers, forwarders, transport providers, banks, insurances, technology providers, promotion centres), governmental (agriculture, health, customs, economic affairs, police, transport authorities) or researchers. The envisaged duration of the activity is three years. 

Expected results: 

· a knowledge base and expertise for an integrated maritime transport policy 
· facilitate the exchange of information, raise awareness and disseminate research results, technologies and best practice at a European, national and regional scale.
· technology forecasting and assessment
· study obstacles, propose and assess solutions for Europe.
· develop a series of best practices and recommendations; 
· advice on various policy initiatives such as legislation (including simplification), standardisation, research, networking and co-operation between administrations. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	ACTIVITY: 7. 2. 3. ENSURING SUSTAINABLE URBAN MOBILITY 
The topics below do not mention specifically waterborne transportation of passengers, but it does not exclude them either
Focusing on the mobility of people and goods by research on the ‘next generation vehicle’ and its market take-up, bringing together all elements of a clean, energy efficient, safe and intelligent road transport system. Research on new transport and mobility concepts, innovative organisational and mobility management schemes and high quality public transport will aim at ensuring access for all and high levels of intermodal integration. Innovative strategies for clean urban transport28 will be developed and tested. Particular attention will be paid to non-polluting modes of transport, demand management, rationalisation of private transport, and information and communication strategies, services and infrastructures. Tools and models supporting policy development and implementation will cover transport and land use planning including the relationship with growth and employment. 


	AREA: 7.2.3.1
	New transport and mobility concepts  


The objective is to develop a more efficient, effective and inclusive urban transport system, bringing together all elements of a clean, energy-efficient, safe and intelligent transport. 

Research will cover, among other things, the market take up of the ‘next generation vehicle’, and new transport modes and concepts, and the efficient handling of urban freight, deliveries and services, including the development of the related systems and technologies. 

Expected impact 

1. Increased acceptance and take up of new urban transport solutions and technologies 

2. More inclusive urban transport system with better access for all 

3. Reduction of CO2, pollutant emissions and noise in compliance with EU legislation 

4. Increased energy efficiency in urban transport and improved road safety 

	SST.2007.3.1.1
	New mobility concepts for passengers ensuring accessibility for all


	Technological innovation and system development for new mobility concepts aiming at a more efficient organisation of the mobility of people in cities. The research will also address upgrading and better use of existing infrastructure. 

Activities will include new guided and non-guided vehicle/vessel concepts and innovative schemes for their deployment and rational use taking into account cost efficiency. Solutions may involve more efficient use of vehicles/vessels and infrastructures including their inter-linkage, where appropriate introducing dedicated infrastructure for motorised and non motorised vehicles/vessels. Emphasis will be placed on ensuring accessibility for all (e.g. introducing adequate provisions for elderly and disabled, travel guidance for foreigners, etc) and addressing user, future regulation and standardisation requirements. The integration of urban and rural transport is also included. 

International Cooperation with industrialised countries is suggested for accessibility problems in relation to population ageing and disabled. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	SST.2007.3.1.2 
	Intelligent mobility systems and multi-modal interfaces for transport of passengers


	Systems, methodologies and techniques for intelligent mobility systems (rail, road and waterborne) and optimal multi-modal passenger trips within cities and between cities and rural environments 

Activities will concentrate on data collection techniques, traffic management systems, route optimisation and traffic planning, safe, secure and efficient multi-modal interfaces linking the different transport systems and modes. Another focus will be systems for user-friendly, reliable and comprehensive travel information to passengers which includes trips combining different transport modes. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	ACTIVITY: 7. 2. 4.  IMPROVING SAFETY AND SECURITY
Developing technologies and intelligent systems to protect vulnerable persons such as drivers, riders, passengers, crew, and pedestrians. Advanced engineering systems and risk analysis methodologies will be developed for the design and operation of vehicles, vessels and infrastructures. Emphasis will be placed on integrative approaches linking human elements, structural integrity, preventive, passive and active safety including monitoring systems, rescue and crisis management. Safety will be considered as an inherent component of the total transport system embracing infrastructures, freight (goods and containers), transport users and operators, vehicles and vessels and measures at policy and legislative levels, including decision support and validation tools; security will be addressed wherever it is an inherent requirement to the transport system. 


	AREA: 7.2.4.1
	Integrated safety and security for surface transport systems  


The objective is to develop new technologies and innovative solutions for the improvement of safety and security in transport operations and the protection of vulnerable persons. Activities for safety will address the entire set of approaches and technologies to ensure safer operations based on design for safety, advanced protection systems, intelligent vehicles, vessels and infrastructures (including their interactions) and integrated safety. Concerning security, aspects which are inherent to the transport system will be addressed, in particular the design of vehicles, vessels and infrastructure leading to transport systems and operations with intrinsic security. 

Expected impact: 

1.
Halving the number of road fatalities by 2010 (respect to 2001 levels)31 and reducing number and severity of injuries caused by road accidents
2.
Halving the number of fatalities in rail transport by 2020 (respect to 2000 levels) 32 

3.
Contribute towards further reducing the risk to human life and environment associated to maritime transport 

4.
Ensuring that the level of safety and security of the transport system will respond to the increasing mobility demand and crime emergence 

5.
Decrease the level of human error 

	SST.2007.4.1.1
	Safety and security by design  


	Technologies and methodologies for the design of transport systems with intrinsic safety and security characteristics. 

1.
advanced modelling, simulation, engineering and testing tools aimed at the improvement of safety and security performance of transport systems. In particular developments will include methodologies and design environments for risk based design and approval, crash test dummies and virtual testing methods, pre-normative research towards standards and regulations, and explanatory measures to assess their impact; 

2.
design of vehicles, vessels and infrastructures with intrinsic safety and security characteristics , their interactions and their mutual impact ( e.g. self-explaining and forgiving infrastructure design, advanced infrastructure equipment and signalling, vehicle and vessels designs for fast evacuation of passengers, vehicle tyre/road friction); 

3.
mechatronic systems for dynamic stability, reliable and effective braking, anti roll-over and capsizing systems for vehicles and vessels. Consideration will be given to electro-magnetic compatibility; 

4.
structural integrity and crashworthiness of vehicles, vessels and infrastructures for human protection (car occupants, pedestrian, crew etc), deployment of innovative materials to resist fatigue and avoid dangerous emissions;
5.
advanced components for secondary safety (e.g. intelligent restraints), motorcyclist protective clothing (including helmets); 

6.
safety of new vehicle design concepts, with attention to changes to structural design deriving from the development of alternative fuels powered vehicles and vessels; 

7.
vehicle-to-vehicle compatibility, vehicle conspicuity with special attention to Powered Two Wheelers and Heavy Vehicles; 

 8.
concepts and procedures for the tracing and tracking of ITUs with special consideration to hazardous goods (generic technologies for tracing and tracking security systems are not included in this topic). 

International Cooperation with India, USA and Japan is suggested for mathematical modelling, crash and safety simulations. 

	Funding scheme: 
· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.4.1.2
	Human physical and behavioural components 


	Human physical and behavioural components 

Technologies and systems which consider human physical and behavioural aspects. 

One or more of the following subjects will be addressed: 

1.
bio-mechanics with special attention to users’ diversities (age, gender, size, disabilities) and numerical models to allow virtual testing procedures with a wider range of biometric and biomechanical criteria than those recorded on dummies; 

2.
interactions between innovative technologies and drivers and vessels pilots’ actions in emergency situations, cognitive and behavioural differences based on needs and abilities of drivers, age, gender, culture, education and disabilities will be considered; 

3.
computer-based training systems for drivers, riders and vessels pilots (with special attention to young and recent ones) based on modular and computer-based platforms which integrate modelling and simulation systems. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.4.1.3
	Crisis management and rescue operation  


	Methods, tools and technologies for fast and safe crisis management and rescue operations. 

Proposals will cover one or more of the following subjects: 

1.
systems and tools (e.g. decision support systems, sensors and ergonomic signalling systems) to assist and support control centres, masters, crew, drivers and emergency services handle emergency situations (e.g. evacuation of derailed trains, capsizing vessels involving large numbers of passengers or major highway incidents, recovery systems for people in survival crafts); 

2.
autonomous and remotely-controlled mechanical systems including special tooling for rescue missions; 

3.
operational procedures for incidence identification, notification, rescue and rapid resumption of normal operations including the support to new standards. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	SST.2007.4.1.4
	Integral system solutions for safety  


	Full integration of the different components of the transport system for increased safety. 

Activities will address methods, tools and technologies for optimal safety solutions which are reliable, fault tolerant and which integrate aspects of human behaviour, preventive and impact mitigating passive and active safety. All the components of the safety system (vehicle/vessel/infrastructure/driver-user) must be considered within a holistic integrated approach. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative projects large scale integrating projects
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	ACTIVITY: 7. 2. 5.  STRENGTHENING COMPETITIVENESS 

Improving the competitiveness of transport industries, ensuring sustainable, efficient and affordable transport services and creating new skills and job opportunities by research and developments. Technologies for advanced industrial processes will include design, manufacturing, assembly, construction and maintenance and will aim at decreasing life cycle costs and development lead-times. Emphasis will be placed on innovative and improved product and system concepts and improved transport services ensuring higher customer satisfaction. New production organisation including the supply chain management and distribution systems will be developed.


	AREA: 7.2.5.1
	  Competitive industrial processes


The objective is to strengthen the global competitiveness of transport industries through innovative and cost effective processes. Another aim will be the development of new skills and jobs opportunities for European citizens. Activities will address the complete product life cycle decreasing costs and lead time. The organisation of the production, including new production schemes and considerations of the entire supply chain will be addressed. Particular attention will be given to the role of SMEs in the innovation process and the supply of components, systems and equipments to transport industries. Therefore, the involvement of SMEs in project partnerships is important. 

Expected impact: 

1.
25% to 30% reduction of development lead time for all surface transport modes33 

2.
30% to 40% reduction of manufacturing and construction cost for all surface transport modes34 

3.
10% reduction in maintenance of transport infrastructures for all surface transport modes 

4.
Maintain the level of employment, create new skills and improve working conditions 

5.
Promote the start-up and emergence of new high-tech SMEs in activities specific to transport processes. 

	SST.2007.5.1.1
	Competitive product development  


	Advanced design tools and methodologies for modelling, simulation, prototyping and testing of surface transport products. 

Activities will address one or more of the following subjects: 

1.
reduction of development time and associated cost; 

2.
increased product modularity; 

3.
product life cycle considerations and system optimisation; 

4.
goal based design (e.g. minimisation of life cycle costs such as manufacturing or maintenance costs, comfort, ease of operation). 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focussed research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 


	SST.2007.5.1.2
	Cost effective manufacturing and maintenance  


	Advanced and innovative industrial processes applicable and specific to surface transport products (vehicles, vessels and their components). 

The processes will be low cost, high quality, reliable, intelligent, flexible and will concern at least one of the following items: manufacturing; assembly; inspection; maintenance; repair. 

Consideration will be given to aspects of environmental impact and working conditions. Attention will be given to processes for advanced materials and new power trains.

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focused research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	SST.2007.5.1.3
	New production organisations and models  


	New production organisations and models 

Innovative organisations and models for the production of high quality and cost effective surface transport products. 

Consideration will be given to the management of the supply chain which may include new forms of co-operations involving system and component suppliers at different stages of the production or construction processes. To this aim, time and cost effective as well as harmonised homologation and cross-acceptance criteria along with increased inter-changeability of data, modules and sub-systems (hardware and software) will be addressed for the creation of economies of scale and rapid introduction of technical innovations. Co-operations between public and private entities may be also considered. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Collaborative Projects small or medium-scale focused research
· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities


	7.2.6 CROSS-CUTTING ACTIVITIES: for implementation of the sub-theme programme.
In this chapter, no differentiated research areas are proposed. 


	SST.2007.6.1
	Stimulating participation of small and medium size enterprises (SMEs)


	Proposals will demonstrate making contributions to increase the participation of SMEs in the programme, so to enhance the capabilities of the European surface supply chains and to strengthen the competitiveness of the European surface transport industries. 

Activities will aim at stimulate, encourage and facilitate the participation of SME and their clusters in the research activities of the programme, particularly in projects addressing activity 7.2.5 of Sustainable Surface Transport. Actions of stimulation will include information events, networking, studies and workshops.

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at supporting research activities 


	SST.2007.6.2
	Stimulating research with international cooperation partner countries and EU neighbouring regions 


	Stimulating Research with International Cooperation Partner Countries Proposals will demonstrate making contributions to implementing the international cooperation two-fold strategy on sustainable surface transport (as indicated in Chapter 7.2 Context, International cooperation). 

1.
Enhancement of the participation of International Cooperation Partner Countries in European surface transport research so to promote an active, purposeful cooperation with other regions, both to strengthen the competitive position of European industry and to contribute to the solution of global problems of surface transport. 

2.
Reduction of transport related pollution and traffic congestion and improved safety and mobility by means of efficient, economic and environment friendly transport systems (passengers and goods) adequately responding to identified needs for the EU neighbouring regions. 

Actions will stimulate, encourage and facilitate the participation of organisations from International Cooperation Partner Countries and/or neighbouring regions in the activities of the programme. Actions of stimulation will include information events, networking, roadmaps, surveys, studies, debate forum, workshops and dissemination actions. They could include also the analysis of preferred subject areas and win-win situations with respect to specific regions or countries. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at supporting research activities 


	SST.2007.6.3
	Raising awareness of potential jobs opportunities in the Surface Transport sectors


	This topic aims at raising awareness of opportunities offered by surface transport research in job creation and future prospects for young people. 

The following activities are included: 

1.
Encourage young people to seek for high skilled jobs in sectors related to surface transport with special focus on science, research and innovation. 

2.
Evaluate and demonstrate the potential of research outputs, outcomes and impacts to create and maintain jobs giving special consideration to opportunities for young people and gender balance. 

3.
Extensive and broad communication and stimulation campaigns targeting young people of different ages (from early school to university). These could be: travelling workshops, special and public events, competitions, animations and broad media directed to different type of publics etc. 

Proposals will focus on all major research priority lines defined for surface transport: greening; mobility; safety and security, competitiveness of surface transport activities and involve all major research stake holders from industry, academia and society. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at supporting research activities 


	SST.2007.6.4
	Stimulating radical technological changes


	Stimulating radical technological changes 

The aim of this initiative will be to stimulate the development and capture of know-how and technologies which will enable surface transport systems of the second half of this century. 

Activities will include: 

1.
Studies to define and implement a mechanism to foster the creative thinking. 

2.
Development and take-up of technology breakthroughs, aiming at introducing radical step changes in surface transport. 

3.
t ‘technology incubator’ to analyse and evaluate the potential impact of radical and novel ideas. 

4.
A ‘technology watch’ for spotting and monitoring progress in emerging technologies from other sectors with potential application to enhance solutions and concepts in surface transport. 

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at supporting research activities


	SST.2007.6.5
	The “Future maritime policy” and surface transport research


	The aim of this initiative will be to support the development of the "Future maritime policy Green Paper" through research and better use and dissemination of its results. 

Activities will include: 

1.
Identification and evaluation of impacts on the "Future maritime policy" from research projects in the field of maritime transport systems supported under the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes; 

2.
Definition and promotion of future research priority lines in support to maritime policy global targets, including cross thematic activities; 

3.
Improved dissemination of research results by means of adequate communication an awareness campaigns. 

The assessment of projects should evaluate how research results contribute to a responsible use of the full potential of oceans and seas in support of economy and employment. In particular, their impact on the related sectors such as ship building, fisheries and aqua culture, energy, tourism, new resources, coastal management, regional development, society and culture should be evaluated. At the same time the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and seas, promoting the progressive adoption of an eco-system based approach should be considered. 

On the basis of such analysis, gaps and needs for the future should be identified. 

Cross thematic stimulation and communication activities have to be planned in order to disseminate results and to raise awareness on future challenges.

	Funding scheme: 

· Coordination and Support Actions aiming at supporting research activities 


	SST.2007.6.7
	ERA-NET Transport II


	The aim of this initiative will be to continue strengthening the foundation of the European Research Area in surface transport through coordination of national and regional research programmes and development of policies for research and innovation. Activities will include: exchange of information and knowledge, implementation of joint activities and trans-national research. The partnership will be composed of representatives from national authorities responsible for the national programming of transport research, implementing research on transport. 

With respect to the previous ERA-NET Surface Transport project launched under the 6th Framework Programme, the new ERA-NET scheme will aim at: 

1.
Broadening its geographical scope by the inclusion of new members; 

2.
Intensification of cooperation and coordination activities through for example the preparation of a future ERA-NET+ in surface transport or the organisation of jointly implemented calls through Article 169; 

3.
Strengthening innovation by exploitation of research results at national and European levels; 

4.
Structuring of public funding through increased complementary effect and concentration of efforts towards common aims, this effort will be supported by the creation of a knowledge based system on national and regional transport research programmes; 

5.
Strengthening the effectiveness of research schemes through contributing to common regulation and measures for better market penetration of research outcomes; 

6.
Liaising with existing Technology Platforms from transport (ERRAC, ERTRAC, WaterborneTP and ACARE where applicable) to increase cooperation and coordination with respect to the implementation of existing and future Strategic Research Agenda.

	Funding scheme:

· Coordination and Support actions aiming at coordinating research activities 
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